
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECS Letter of Concern:  

The need to prevent European harbour porpoise bycatch  

Catania, Sicily 12th April 2024 

 

The conservation of harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) appears to be failing in Europe, with 

bycatch posing the most serious and urgent threat. There are particular bycatch concerns, with 

population level impacts identified in the Baltic proper (Carlen et al., 2021; also see ECS Letter of 

Concern re. Baltic Proper porpoise bycatch), the Belt Sea(Owen et al., 2024), Black and 

Mediterranean Seas (Popov et al., 2023; Cucknell et al., 2016), as well as in the Northeast Atlantic, 

including the Celtic Sea (ICES, 2018) and the Iberian population off the Spanish and Portuguese 

coasts(Pierce et al., 2024; Torres-Pereira et al., 2023). Some of these populations are small, locally 

endangered and, where data exist, declining. Bycatch in static nets is the most pressingissue (for 

example, Brownell et al., 2019; Dolman et al., 2016; Northridge et al., 2016).  

European laws have failed to generate effective protection. Despite decades of scientific attention to 

this issue, there are no harbour porpoise populations in European waters where bycatch has been 

adequately managed.  

 

There is a need for urgent action. Management at both the national and ocean basin level should be 

applied in parallel to further research efforts.  

 

The European Cetacean Society therefore requests that the competent authorities urgently adopt and 

enforce regulations for effective measures to minimise and, where possible, eliminate harbour 

porpoise bycatch. 
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